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A tradesman may, without hurt to his reputation
refuse to accept a bill; for then, when the notary
comes, he gives his reasons, viz., that he refuses to
accept the hill for want of advice, or for want of
effects in his hands for account of the drawer, or
that he has not given orders to draw upon him; in
all which cases the non-acceptance touches the
credit of the drawer; for in trade it is always
esteemed a dishonourable thing to draw upon any
man that has not effects in his hands to answer the
bill; or to draw without order ; or to draw, and not
give advice of it; because it looks like a forwardness
to take the remitter's money without giving him a
sufficient demand for it, where he expects and ought
to have it.

A tradesman comes to me in London, and desires
me to give him a bill payable at Bristol; for he is
going to the fair there, and, being to buy goods
there, he wants money at Bristol to pay for them.
If I give him a bill, he pays me down the money
upon receipt of it, depending upon my credit for the
acceptance of the bill. If I draw this bill where I
have no reason to draw it, where I have no demand,
or no effects to answer it, or if I give my correspon-
dent no advice of it, I abuse the remitter, that is,
the man whose money I take; and this reflects upon
my credit that am the drawer; and the next time
this tradesman wants money at Bristol fair, he will
not come to me; No, says he, his last bills were not
accepted; or, if he does come to me, then he de-
mands, that he should not pay his money till he
has advice that my bills are accepted.

But, on the other hand, if bills are right drawn,
and advice duly given, and the person has effects in
his hands; then, if he refuses the bill, he says to the
notary, he does not accept the bill; but gives no
reason for it, only that he says absolutely, I will not